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SAVE THE DATE and SHARE WITH FRIENDS 

  

Everyone is invited to 
  

Society of the Founders of Norwich, CT 

  

ANNUAL MEETING 

  

Wednesday, June 2, 2010
  

7 PM 

  

Leffingwell Inn
348 Washington St, Norwich, CT 

  

Museum Tour, 5:30 PM– 6:30 PM
Followed by:

Short business meeting. Light Refreshments.  
  

  

Presidents Message
Dear Friends,

I thank you for your support this past year. I had no idea what the job of President would be like. It would probably have been easier if I hadn’t tried to be Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, Circulation Manager and Properties Manager at the same time. Well we are trying to resolve that on a going-forward basis. To look back on it, it appears ridiculous but no one brought it to my attention.

You will notice, in the Membership Report, that we’ve added quite a few new members, many of them local. This is encouraging and hopefully a source of new volunteers. None of the jobs I took on are overly taxing by themselves. If someone wants to take one on there will be an opportunity for others to help.

Beryl Fishbone is doing a great job in keeping the name of the Museum before the public with a number of programs. The 350th Blanket Collection during the Semi Septennial Celebration last summer brought in over 900 blankets, sleeping bags, afghans, sheets and towels. Some people had even purchased new. We provided blankets to the hospital cancer unit, the homeless shelters, the dog pound, even the homeless under the bridge. St. Vincent de Paul Place received over 300 blankets, towels and sheets. To think we were concerned we might not receive the hoped for 350 when we started.

Beryl also involved Norwich in the Great American Bird Count during February such that we received the most responses for cities in Connecticut.  You might question what this has to do with the Society of the Founders or the Leffingwell Museum and you’d be right. The point is through this effort and the support of local newspapers the public knows there is a museum in town and things are happening there.

If you visit our website you’ll see we have an active schedule for this coming season. There is both an opportunity to come and work with us or to come and visit. Beryl makes a great effort to plan programs that excite the children and are interesting to adults.

Since I’ve been a member of the Society there has been an effort to convert the building at 2 Town St into some useful space. This year we can finally announce some progress. If you are in the neighborhood you will notice that the trees have been removed from around the Inn and in the space behind that building. The initial efforts are to provide access for heavy equipment to deliver cement for reinforcing the foundation at the back of the house and to provide a ground level floor. The number one objective is to provide a docent apartment on the second floor. It is just so reassuring to see some progress.

I’d like to thank everyone for responding to the Fund Raising request this year. Whether you were able to make a donation or pay your dues or both, it has made a big difference as we approach the end of the year. The first of June, every year, is the time to pay for insurance, and some polices have to be paid in full at that time.

I look forward to seeing as many of you as can make the Annual Meeting, but it is clear that it is out of the question for many of you. Be assured we couldn’t manage without you.

Many Thanks.

Austin Jay Deming

President

Program Year 2009 - 2010
Earth Day was a blast and wonderfully productive thanks to 13 girl scouts, troop leaders and family members. They even brought gifts for the museum of some badly needed gardening tools and for the garden itself - earthworms! 

Just as the girls were getting organized a car drove in with a large dog and a woman rushed over and handed us a whole box of vinyl gloves to wear for picking up trash and said she couldn’t stay because she had to take her dog to the vet.  Thank you, nice lady! Whoever you are!  

The 1st and 2nd grade girls raked, weeded, picked up pine cones and sticks and helped to create our new mulching areas. The old mulch pile currently has a very large digging machine parked directly on top of it! 

Just as the girls were leaving, a group from the United Community Services Living Skills Class arrived and they attacked the Washington Street area near the museum picking up paper, trash and other unsightly litter. They were very grateful for the vinyl gloves and for the gardening gloves donated by Carmen Johnson. They filled FIVE large trash bags!   

The Saturday colonial costume sewing class has been a treat for everyone with teacher Denise Williams giving in to the request to extend the class for another month! They even made a costume for Beryl to wear on special event days! 

Iva Arpin stopped in one day to say hello and noticed that our curtains have faded over the years. The next thing I knew she had her tape measure out and we were talking fabric, I hope you’ll be by to see our new curtains! 

Speaking of new, you have to see the new-to-us mannequins in the children’s/visitor’s bedroom. No one seemed to be able to lay hands on a male mannequin so the amazing Iva asked if she could re-paint one of the mannequin heads we found in the attic. Iva turned her into a him and he is so young and handsome! He is wearing a Bedford Minuteman Militia Re-enactors uniform of the late Lt. Cmdr. George H. Hervey (U.S. Navy Ret.) and his wife wears Thelma Hervey’s Sunday Go-to-Meeting dress. Mrs. Hervey even gave the museum a picture of Lt. Cmdr. Hervey wearing the uniform at a reenactment.  Mannequin Sarah and Mannequin Baby are all in the room as well.   

When Mike Przygoda brings his camera we are going to arrange the mannequins for a family portrait! 

Many hands have worked on the display cases on the basement wall and the new arrangements are a treat for the eyes. 

If you’re wondering where the tools went, see the new display still being worked on in the summer kitchen. 

When Norwich City Councilperson Laurie Popovich came by to help clean one Saturday, she noticed the pullout in the pewter cabinet. Don’t you wonder when was the last time it was brought out? 

Did you know there is another hidden compartment in the tavern room? I didn’t. Sometimes the best place to hide something is in plain sight.   

The new signs donated last year are still sparkling. Mike has been repairing our temporary signs so we’ll be able to tell people what kinds of events will be going on ahead of time. 

If you are thinking of making a donation the list of items is endless! 

We need a new American Flag to fly on the flag pole. Ours was too tattered to continue to fly. 

We need to have the big lawn sign re-done near the corner. 

The banner donated five years ago is more tape than banner. 

Everyone knows what the “open” flag says even though it’s so faded it can hardly be read. 

The outside of the building is in need of scraping and painting. 

Would anyone consider donating another full container of gas for the grill? 

A gas card for fuel for the lawn mowers would be appreciated too. 

Saturdays are no longer days to sit and read when you are at the museum. Even before the season has begun officially we welcomed guests from Michigan, California, Nairobi, Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

There has been more interest in local genealogy and our book and document collection has made it much easier for people to trace their family members from one town to another and back. Many people from Norwich re-located to the Western Reserve of CT and we’ve been able to help follow the trail out there and back again.    

Beverly Muldoon has been doing some individual document transcription and we are hoping to have a section of the website devoted exclusively to the transcriptions. 

 What’s coming up next? May 15th is Armed Forces Day so we are giving active military personnel and their family free admission for the day. June 2nd is the Annual Meeting. Please come and take the special tour from 5:30 – 6:30 to see all the improvements we’ve made since you were by last. The end of June is an overnight campout on the grounds. In July we’ll be having a special tool and doll day for children. In August we’ll be collecting blankets again. In the fall we’ll be Celebrating Urban Birds and having our fall festival with scarecrows, cocoa and pie contests. Every weekend we have a different activity. You don’t have to spend the entire afternoon. Drop by for 30 minutes and say “Hello!”.

Beryl Fishbone

Program Chair

Advertisement

CT Notary Public
Beryl Fishbone
My commission expires 12/31/2013
Available Saturdays Noon – 4
At Leffingwell House Museum
Thru October 2009
Service fee will be donated to museum
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And the Leffingwell House Museum
Plan Now for the Great American Backyard Campout

Saturday, June 26, 2010

We need to give back to our children what they don’t even know they’ve lost. In the yard of the museum will be some colonial period activities, games, cooking and a little backyard colonial period science and botany exploration. 

If camping out in a tent is not your thing, join us from 4 PM – 9 PM. No reservations required.  A $5.00 donation to be shared with the National Wildlife Federation is requested.

Bring your own camping equipment (tent, sleeping bag etc) and food to share   and we’ll take care of the rest.  A $20.00 donation to be shared with the National Wildlife Federation is requested. 

Register on line through www.backyardcampout.org we are Leffingwell House Museum or leave a message at 860.887.9000 so we will know to expect you.  

When you register on the National Wildlife Federation’s web site you get helpful information to make your camping experience a fun one including: recipes, nocturnal wildlife guides, campfire songs and games, nature activities and more. 

The Society of the Founders of Norwich and the Leffingwell House Museum join with the National Wildlife Federation to inspire Americans to protect wildlife for our children’s future. 
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OFFICERS 2009 - 2010

President 
Austin J Deming
Vice-President 
Stan M Lucas

Secretary 
Melodye Whatley

Treasurer 
Austin Deming

Archivist 
Vacant

Librarian 
Linda Kate Edgerton

Registrar 
Genevieve Calcasola

MANAGERS


Ralph Learned

 
Judith Hamblen

 
Stanley M. Lucas, Esq.


Robin Tavares

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2009 - 2010
Annual Report 
Austin Deming

Buildings & Grounds 
Greg Stott


Austin Deming

Gift Shoppe 
Vacant

Hostess Chairman
Vacant

Grant Writer
Austin Deming

Membership 
Calista Green

Nominating 
Ralph Learned

Newsletter
Austin Deming

Program Coordinator
Beryl Fishbone

Public Relations 
Vacant

Publications 
Vacant

SPECIAL COMMITTEE CHAIRS

2009 - 2010

Annual Meeting 
Louise Stott

Resource Center
Stanley M. Lucas, Esq.

Treasurer’s Report

Income & Expense

June 1, 2009 through May 31, 2010
Ordinary Income/Expense


Income



Museum
586.00



Contributions, Donations 
7,646.36


Special Events 
450.00



Other Income
9,705.95

Total Income
18,388.31

Expense



Program Printing
536.28


Management & General Exp
15,357.16


Insurance
8,494.15



Miscellaneous Exp
6.00

Total Expense
25,239.56
Net Ordinary Income
-6,851.25
Other Income/Expense


Other Expense



Other Expenses
235.00


Total Other Expense
235.00

Net Other Income
-235.00

Net Income

-7,086.25
Balance Sheet

As of May 31, 2009

Assets


Current Assets




Checking/Savings




Soc. Of the Founders
83,198.73


Other Current Assets




Inventory
775.65

Total Current Assets
94,662.14

Total Assets
83,974.38
Fixed Assets


Constr in Progress – Greenleaf
7,001.00

Liabilities & Equity


Liabilities



Long Term Liabilities




Mortgage
55,484.26

Total Liabilities
55,484.26

Equity



Unrestricted Net Assets
-103,777.71



Opening BAL Equity
144,215.71



Retained Earnings
2,139.37


Net Income
-7,086.25

Total Equity
35,491.12
Total Liabilities & Equity
90,975.38
Austin Deming
Treasurer

Hoopin’ ANNIE LEFFINGWELL O'KEEFFE?
  

  

As a child, Halo, (Hoopin' Annie Leffingwell O'Keeffe) hooped for fun.   Back in 2004,  Stefan Pildes of Groove Hoops reminded Annie of the fun of hooping -- and inspired her to keep trying.  It took her nearly 6 months to keep it on her waist again, and because Stefan kindly gave her some hoops to take home and practice, she was able to enjoy the skill she had once as a child. Around May 5, 2005, she thought it would be great to have an international holiday for hooping, but that blossomed into a dream to have the whole world hoop for peace by December 2012.    


To accomplish this goal, she knew hoops would have to be donated to those who could not afford one.  She spent four months of 2005 traveling through Russia, the Alps, France, Scandinavia and the British Isles talking about World Hoop Day.  She continues her travels and gifting as often as possible, making 1-2 trips a year to a new place where dozens of children become happy hoop owners.  

Annie has performed in front of New York's Governor Pataki, in clubs, at the Kentucky Derby, with Cirque du Soleil, in parades, and much, much more.  

  

To learn more about World Hoop Day please visit www.WorldHoopDay.org
Membership Report 2009 – 2010
Membership Report

In the year 2009 – 2010 we welcomed twenty-eight new members. We noted six deaths and accepted one resignation.

New Members

Mark Bettencourt
Norwich, CT

Lois Burnham
Norwich, CT

Tom Callinan
Norwich, CT

Ann Shapiro
Norwich, CT

Karen Clark
Norwich, CT

Mark Clark
Norwich, CT

Mrs. Dale Eichholz
Oakdale, CT

Rodney Green
Norwich, CT

Loran D. Johnson
Sparks, NV

Anna Junglas
Alameda, CA

Bethany Lingne
Norwich, CT

Kathleen A. T. Newman
Stockholm, Sweden

Patty Oat-Judge
Noank, CT

Jerry Olsen
New London

Vivian Stanley
New London

Daniel Pettengill
Yarmouth Port, MA

Linda Pettengill
Yarmouth Port, MA

Gail L Porteus
Portland, CT

Nancy Lee Radclifffe
Jacksonville, FL

Charles I. Shaw
Norwich, CT

Carolyn Scheller Khoury
Del Mar, CA

New Members (Cont.)

Laura Sherman
Sunriver, OR

Mary Ann Shick
Norwich, CT

Ron Ward
Norwich, CT

Melodye Whatley
Norwich, CT

Bob Whatley
Norwich, CT

Denise Williams
Norwich, CT

Deceased Members

Marguerite Armstrong
February 14, 2010

Dr. S. Pearce Browning III
2010

Albert R. Crocker
April 14, 2008

Gail M. Deming
April 3, 2010

Gladys L. Haynes
July 26, 2009

William B. Stanley
April 19, 2010

At the present time we have two hundred-fifty-three members.

Respectively submitted

Calista H. Green

888
Founders of Norwich Connecticut

Dea. Thomas Adgate

Robert Allyn

William Backus, Sr.

Lt. William Backus, Jr.

John Baldwin

Dea. Thomas Bingham

John Birchard

Thomas Bliss

Morgan Bowers

John Bradford

Hugh Calkins

John Calkins

Richard Edgerton

Rev. James Fitch

John Gager

Lt. Francis Griswold

Thomas Howard

Christopher Huntington

Dea. Simon Huntington

Samuel Hyde

William Hyde

Lt. Thomas Leffingwell

Maj. John Mason

Dr. John Olmstead

John Pease

John Post

Thomas Post

Josiah Reed

John Reynolds

Jonathon Royce

Rev. Nehemiah Smith

Sgt. John Tracy

Lt. Thomas Tracy

Robert Wade

Sgt. Thomas Waterman

Society of the Founders of Norwich CT, Inc Bylaws revision.

Please note the changes of the separate sections of the following Articles. These changes are necessary to enable the Society to continue to operate and do business while staying in compliance with the Bylaws. These changes must be voted on at our Annual Meeting.

ARTICLE V. MEETINGS.

Sec. 3. [Twenty-five] Fifteen members shall constitute a quorum at any meeting of the Society.

ARTICLE VII. BOARD OF MANAGERS.

Sec. 3. [Seven] Five members shall constitute a quorum at any meetings of the Board of Mangers.
[Brackets] = Delete

Underline = Insert
ANNUAL DUES: June 1, 2010 - May 31, 2011
Annual Rates

�
Student
$10.00

�
Senior Citizen (over 65)
$15.00

�
Individual
20.00

�
Family
30.00

�
Sustaining
60.00

�
Patron
150.00

Name _________________________________

Street _________________________________

City, State, Zip __________________________

Please check your address above for accuracy or necessary corrections. Make checks payable to: The Society of the Founders of Norwich, CT, Inc., and send to: 

Mrs. Walter Green

C/o The Society of the Founders of Norwich, CT, Inc., 

P.O. Box 13, 

Norwich, CT 06360-0013

�
   Donations to the Philip A. Johnson Endowment Fund dedicated to the upkeep of the Museum $_________

�

Donation to the general fund for use to maintain the other properties, offset activities costs, stock the gift shop, etc.  $_________
�

Donation as a Memorial to:____________________________ In the amount of:  $________
�

I have included the Leffingwell House Historic Museum (Society of the Founders of Norwich) in my will.

�

I am interested in including the Society of the Founders of Norwich in my will.

(All contributions above the amount of membership are tax deductible)

Please save us follow-up postage by sending your dues promptly. They are payable June 1, 2010.
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